THE MAN I KNEW

thought the hours both of the staff and the clerks were
too long, and these were accordingly reduced to 9.30 A.M.
to 6 P.M.

Three days later Sir William Robertson left London for
Cologne, where he was to take over the command of the
army of occupation from General Plumer. Douglas saw
him off from Victoria.

On the 23rd of April we attended the memorial service
for the artillery at St. Paul's. It was very impressive and
was attended by the King and Queen Alexandra. After the
service, as the King's procession was leaving, Queen
Alexandra came across the aisle and shook Douglas warmly
by the hand.

On Anzac Day the Prime Minister of Australia had
arranged to hold a procession through London of Australian
troops, and Douglas was in attendance on the Prince of
Wales, who took the salute at Australia House. The streets
were crowded, and when Douglas left in his car, some
minutes after the Prince, he received a tremendous welcome
from the onlookers. They crowded round him to such an
extent that they nearly carried him and the car off together.
Douglas was much touched by this spontaneous and hearty
demonstration by civilians and soldiers alike.

Next day (Saturday) we motored in the afternoon to
Windsor Castle, where we stayed till the Monday morning.
At dinner Douglas sat on the Queen's right whilst I sat
opposite on the King's left. On the Sunday Douglas and I
had tea with Princess Alice and Lord Athlone in their house
in the Norman Tower.

A few days after our return to London Douglas attended
a meeting at Westminster City Hall, where a number of
Lord-Lieutenants and commanders of territorial units were
gathered together to discuss arrangements for restarting the
Territorial Force. The meeting was presided over by Mr.
Winston Churchill, Secretary of State for War. Everyone
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